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Watch Night 
Christian Vigil on New Year’s Eve 

 

Watch Night:  New Year’s Eve presents a problem for worship planners because the propers 

provided for December 31 emphasize the “Name of Jesus” but the people’s expectations are on 
the changing of the calendar year.  A name sometimes given for the night of December 31, Watch 

Night, suggests a solution to this problem.  The church’s way of watching is the vigil, a service of 

Scripture readings that concern time the work of God in time.  The service is organized in these 
three divisions: the Service of Light, the Vigil (kept by God’s people through psalms, lessons, and 

sermon), and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

 

Service of Light 
 
Please stand 
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EVENING HYMN 31 – O Lord of Light, Who Made the Stars 
 Verses 1-5 – Soloists 

Verse 6 – Congregation 
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PRAYER 

 
M Eternal Father, before whom all times and seasons rise and fall, teach us to think earnestly on 

the shortness of our lives and on the immensity of your grace.  Help us to enter this new year 
trusting in the name of your Son and walking in his peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C (spoken) Amen. 

 
 

EVENING CANTICLE 

 

 
 

 

M Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight.  Come and help us in time of need that we may 

sing your praise in holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C (spoken) Amen.    
 

Be seated 
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Psalms and Lessons 
 

PSALM 130 305 – From Depths of Woe I Cry to You 
 

 
 

Silence for meditation 
 

M God of might and compassion, open your ears to the prayers of your people, who wait for 
you.  Do not leave us in the depths of our sins, but listen to your Church pleading for the 

fullness of your redemption; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C (spoken) Amen. 
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LESSON Genesis 32:1-10 
 

PSALM 136  570 (The Lutheran Hymnal) – Praise, Oh, Praise, Our God and King 
 

 
Silence for meditation 

Women ......  

 

 
 

 

Men ...........  

 

 

 
 

All ..............  

 

 
 

 

All ..............  

All ............... 

All ............... 

Women ....... 

Men ............ 
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M God of everlasting love, through your Word you made all things in heaven and on earth; you 

have opened to us the path from death to life.  Listen to the hymn of resurrection sung by 
your church, and give us your blessing; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C (spoken) Amen. 
 

LESSON 1 John 2:15-20 
 

PSALM 90 441 – O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
 

 
 

Silence for meditation 

 
M Eternal God and Father, keep us mindful of the shortness and frailty of this present life.  Give 

us hearts of wisdom that we may cling in faith to Jesus, our Savior, and use the time of our 

pilgrimage on earth to serve him with joyful hearts, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C (spoken) Amen. 
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LESSON Matthew 25:31-46 
 

Please stand for reading of the gospel; be seated when the lesson is finished. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 69 – Across the Sky the Shades of Night 
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SERMON Hebrews 13:14-16 
 

Honest Expectations for the Year to Come 
1. What we have 

2. What we will do 

 
Stand 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed 
 

 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 

 

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

 

 
Please stand 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Let us pray for the whole Church and for all people according to their needs.  

 

Lord God, we praise You for sending Your Son to fulfill the Law on our behalf. We thank You 
that although we sin much, He is our righteousness. Thank You for the countless blessings You 

have given this past year — for the whole of our lives, our well-being and that You do not 

withhold from us Your saving Word. Teach us to number our days so that the blessings and 
distractions of this life never turn our hearts from You. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Eternal God, You have been our dwelling place in every generation, but our years pass quickly. 

As this year draws to a close, prepare our hearts for Your Son’s return. Forgive the sins of this 
past year — both known and unknown. Heal any division in our families, friendships and in this 

church, and keep us faithful to Christ our Lord in the coming year, repentant of our sins and 

confident in His mercy and truth. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious Father, calm the hearts of those who look to the future with foreboding or fear, rather 

than with confidence and hope. For all who face illness, pain and suffering, and those to whom 
death draws near, give the peace that only You can give. [We pray especially for…] Lord, in 

Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

O God, bless this land in the new year. Give us honest work, effective education and leaders of 
good character. Save us from violence and discord, bringing harmony where there is division. As 

we elect new officials in the coming year, guide us to make wise decisions and establish policies 

and laws that serve the common good. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord Jesus, by Your incarnation You joined divinity to humanity and humanity to divinity. Keep 

far from us all doubts about You, knowing that as the God-Man You have won our salvation. 
Give us faith in Your promises, and make us worthy, through simple faith, to eat and drink Your 

body and blood for our forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Be seated 
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Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
 

THE EXHORTATION 

 
M Dearly beloved:  Since we intend to come to the Lord’s Supper, it is proper that we examine 

ourselves carefully as Saint Paul encourages us, “A man ought to examine himself before he 

eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.” (1 Corinthians 11:28).  For Christ instituted this Holy 

Supper for the special comfort and strengthening of those who humbly confess their sins and 

hunger and thirst after righteousness. 
 

But if we examine ourselves in this way, we will find nothing but sin and death in us from 

which we cannot free ourselves.  Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us and 
has taken our nature upon himself.  In doing this he won our salvation by fulfilling the will 

and law of God for us and by suffering death and all that our sins deserved.  In order that we 

might grow stronger in our faith through which we also serve God with lives of love, Christ 

has instituted this sacrament of Holy Communion, in which he feeds us with his body and 
gives us his blood to drink.  Therefore, whoever eats of this bread and drinks of this cup, 

firmly believing the words of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him, and has forgiveness, 

life and salvation. 
 

We should also do this in remembrance of him, proclaiming his death, that he was delivered 

over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.  At the same time, we 
thank him for all he has done for us, take up our cross and follow him, and, according to his 

command, love one another as he loved us.  For we are all one bread and one body, even as 

we all partake of this one bread and drink this one cup. 

 
 

 
 

 

CONFESSION 
 

M  I now ask you before God, who searches the heart: 
1. Do you sincerely confess that you have sinned against God and deserved his wrath and 

punishment?  Then declare so by saying:  I do confess. 

 
 Truly, you should so confess, for the Holy Scriptures declare: “If we claim to be without sin, 

we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” (1 John 1:8). 
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2. Do you repent from the heart of all your sins committed in thought, word, and deed?  Then 

declare so by saying:  I do repent. 
 

 Truly, you should so repent, as did the penitent sinners:  King David, who prayed for a 

contrite heart; Peter, who wept bitterly; the sinful woman; the prodigal son; and others. 

 
 

3. Do you sincerely believe that God, by grace, for Jesus’ sake, will forgive you all your sins?  

Then declare so by saying:  I do believe. 

 

 Truly, you should so believe, for Holy Scripture declares: “For God so loved the world that 

he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life.” 

 

 

4. Do you promise that, with the aid of the Holy Spirit, you will from this time on amend your 
sinful life?  Then declare so by saying:  I do promise. 

 

 Truly, you should so promise, for Christ, the Lord, says: “In the same way, let your light 
shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” 

(Matt 5:16). 

 
 

5. Finally, do you believe that through me, a called servant of God, you will receive the 

forgiveness of all your sins?  Then declare so by saying:  I do believe. 

 
 Truly, you should so believe, as the Scripture tells us, “I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 16:19). 
 

M May it be to you as you believe. 

 

 

ABSOLUTION 
M Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the place and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit.   

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
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SANCTUS 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which 

is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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Be seated 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 315 – Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face 
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Stand 

 
 

THE BENEDICTION 

 
M To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence 

without fault and with great joy – to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and 

authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! 

 
 

 

CLOSING CANTICLE Song of Simeon 
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READING  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 (spoken responsively) 
 

M There is a time for everything, 

C and a season for every activity under heaven 

 
M a time to be born and a time to die, 

C a time to plant and a time to uproot, 

 
M a time to kill and a time to heal, 

C  a time to tear down and a time to build, 

 

M a time to weep and a time to laugh, 

C  a time to mourn and a time to dance, 

 

M a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 

C  a time to embrace and a time to refrain, 

 

M a time to search and a time to give up, 

C  a time to keep and a time to throw away, 

 

M a time to tear and a time to mend, 

C   a time to be silent and a time to speak, 

 

M a time to love and a time to hate, 

C  a time for war and a time for peace. 
 

Silence for meditation 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

 
 

 

 

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 
 

 

 
 

 

 


